
✦Intro: There was a boy.  He died at age seventeen.  He was buried with 
solid gold chariots!  Solid gold!  Thousands of gold artifacts.  His gold coffin 

was found within gold tombs, within gold tombs, within gold tombs. There 
were literally tons  of gold found in his burial site by Howard Carter in 1922.  

His parents may have called him Toots.  You may have heard of him as 
King Tutankhamen.  Tut for short.  Egyptians believed that in the afterlife 

you could take all your earthly treasures along.  But more than three 
thousand years later, Tutʼs treasure was still where they put it when he 

died.  None of it went with him wherever he went.  Tut surely knows by now 
the tragedy of his belief.  You canʼt take your treasure with you after you 

die.  Now granted, King Tut did think ahead.  but he was wrong.  John D. 
Rockefeller, does it mean anything to you?  Most people know he was one 

of the wealthiest people to ever live.  The Warren Buffet of his day.  When 
he died someone asked his accountant how much he left behind.  The 

reply?  “All of it.”
✦Still, down through history, time and time again, there have been counter 

cultural people, who because of God, were not all about themselves, and 
gave away extreme amounts of wealth, even though many of them lived 

meager lifestyles. And they thrived joyfully while others never seemed to 
find satisfaction. What did they know? 
✦ Not far from the Egyptian National Museum that exhibits King Tutʼs mind-
boggling fortunes is a plot of overgrown grass in a graveyard for American 

missionaries. One stone reads “William Borden 1887-1913”.  He died just 
nine years before Carter found King Tutʼs treasure!  Borden too was a 

wealthy man, and Yale graduate.  But he gave up the life of ease to live in 
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Egypt trying to tell Muslims about the gospel of Jesus. He gave away 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and didnʼt even own a car.  After four 

months of eager ministry in Egypt, he died at the young age of twenty-five. 
✦Hereʼs my question.  We know where Tutʼs fortunes are.  Theyʼre all still 

here.  Do you know where Bordenʼs are?  What did he know?  Well, he 
knew this much:
✦1. My world is not about me.  My stuff is not mine.  And I do not 
belong to myself.
✦Martin Luther once prayed, “Lord save me from my devotions.” He knew 
we have this tremendous capacity to make even our service, and our good 

deeds for God, in the end be about us and not God at all.  Maybe youʼve 
noticed people like this in your life from time to time: people who 

erroneously believe they are the axis on which the world spins, when you 
know better.  In really the world spins around you, right?!
✦In reality, I must remind myself, and so must you, “I do not really own 
anything, not even me”.  This is going to take a few minutes to sink in.  

Even though my mouth is saying it, there are innate parts of me that just 
canʼt believe it!  I mean, if my world isnʼt about me, whoʼs it about?  Lets 

look at what David, under the power of the Holy Spirit said. 
✦“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, 
is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honour come from 
you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt 
and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name. “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to 
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give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your hand.” 1 Chronicles 29:11-14, NIV.

✦Do you know what theyʼve just done? Theyʼve just collected wealth 
to give to the making of Solomonʼs Temple (v1-10).  David gave 110 

tons of gold, and 260 tons of silver.  Then his leaders donated 190 
tons, 185 lbs of gold, 375 tons of silver, 675 tons of bronze, 3750 tons 

of iron, + precious stones!  
✦Shall we do a little Math 101?  1 ton [short, US] = 32,000 ounces.  1 

ounce of Gold was going on Wall Street for $1207 last week..  1 ton 
of gold would come to $38,624,000.00.  David gave 110 tons.  

✦B. How was it possible for these God-followers to give away so much? 
Hereʼs the secret: itʼs not hard to give away other peopleʼs money!  Our text 

affirms their world-view, namely, that it was all Godʼs.  They saw 
themselves as on earth in order to be moving it around or delivering it from 

place to place, and from need to need (not unlike a UPS driver)!  The Bible 
constantly talks this way:

✦To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, the earth and everything in it. De 10:14 
✦“Everything under heaven belongs to me.” Job 41:11, NIV.
✦“The earth is the LORDʼs, and everything in it, the world, and all 

who live in it;” Psalms 24:1, NIV.
✦The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you founded the 

world and all that is in it. Ps 89:11 
✦C. This is really reason number one why you and I need to learn about 

stewardship.  Itʼs not because we covenanted together a certain amount 
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around here (called a budget) to do work for God.  Itʼs not because we canʼt 
do things to win lost people without funding them. Those things are true, 

but not first.   The problem is, when you and I are materialistic, when we 
are selfish, and keep, and stock pile and all that –it creates an illusion that 

we have created our own reality, our own giftedness, without God.  And 
then, even though we know of God, we live without God.  And that is what 

leads to our unhappiness. 
✦But the beauty of true stewardship, is that it reveals the true source of 

every good, valuable, and even perfect gift.  
✦“Whatever is good and perfect comes to us from God above, who 

created all heavenʼs lights. Unlike them, he never changes or casts 
shifting shadows.” James 1:17, NLT.

✦Giving is first of all an act of worshiping the true center of the universe. 
Read vs 15-18 in our text!

✦“We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our 
days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, as for all this 
abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, 
it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. I know, my God, that you 
test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly  
and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people 
who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people for ever, and keep their 
hearts loyal to you.” 1 Chronicles 29:15-18, NIV.

✦These people were giving away billions! And they were joyful! (17c)  The 
same thing happened in Exodus, at the building of the Tabernacle. The 

people gave so much the leaders had to stop them!  It happened with King 
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Hezekiah when he reopened the temple, found the Word of God, and 
started up church again.  There was an “awakening.”  People were so 

joyful, they brought tithes and made heaps of them for 4 months!  It 
happened with the Macedonians who were dirt poor but begged the 

missionary Paul to take their gift for the church in Jerusalem.  In each case, 
there are some consistent elements: worship (realization of the real God), 

giving, and much joy. 
✦2. There is a certain freedom and hope for a manager.
✦A. There is a certain freedom for those who recognize God as their axis, 
the owner, and not themselves. Let me put it to you in a story.  Like some of 

you, a little while ago my wife and I delivered a little baby boy into the 
world.  A few weeks later we delivered that same child to the Calvin College 

campus (or at least it sometimes seems like that).   At an opening chapel 
service, one parent prayed to God for our children.  He said something like.  

“Lord God, we have been under the illusion that these precious children 
were ours.  So now itʼs a bit difficult for us.”  (Probably none of us will admit 

it but there were lots of watery eyes in that sanctuary at that event!)  That 
man went on to pray that we were surrendering our children to whom they 

really belong: God and his perfect plan for their future.  And that was 
exactly the truth we needed just to finish out the day.
✦There comes a certain solace, a certain freedom in releasing that which 
we cannot control to someone who can.  Perhaps our fears of life-

transitions, and our fears of giving away actual wealth are essentially the 
same philosophical crisis:  Life transitions test us because we fear we are 

losing control we have always supposed ourselves to have.  Giving away 
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tests us because we fear we will not have enough to manipulate all things 
to our advantage. We suppose if we keep it, we will also keep control. 

✦But the God-follower has a resource others omit.  You have the 
owner.  You have the maker of your child, the orchestrator of her 

years, her reason for being on the earth, your reason for being on the 
earth. There is a certain freedom and hope for one who is the 

manager of another who carries the ultimate responsibility!
✦B. How can we apply this?  I have some suggestions:  When some one 

scratches your new car, you can say “Woops.  Godʼs car got a scratch.” 
When your sump pump quits and the basement floods, you can say, “Well 

God, would you like me to clean up your basement.”  When your house 
burns down, and you know the God who, as Job put it, “gives and takes 

away”,  then you can actually say “blessed be the name of the Lord.” like 
Job was able to do.  And when say, someone you love goes away, or goes 

to war, or goes to heaven, you know and can say “He belongs to God.”  
And though it hurts it doesnʼt destroy. 
✦Iʼll bet youʼd like to have this world-view, wouldnʼt you?  Iʼll bet that kind of 
stability sounds good to you.  Iʼll bet thereʼs a part of you that could use the 

hope of heaven, and that is sick of having your heart strings yanked around 
here on earth

✦The converse is also true.  As Randy Alcorn puts it in his book, “He 
who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his 

treasures.  To him, death is loss.  He who lays up treasures in heaven 
looks forward to eternity; heʼs moving daily toward his treasures.  To 

him death is gain.”
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✦“Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.” 

Ecclesiastes 5:10, NIV.
✦3. The treasure principle is this: you canʼt take it with you, but you 

can send it on ahead.  This is basically a paraphrase of Jesus. 
✦““Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21, NIV.

✦Ten centuries after David, Jesus is teaching us that money is a 
gatekeeper of the heart.  You want a stable world-view like Davidʼs?  Invest 

your wealth in heavenʼs work. Open up your hands.  For only open hands 
can receive. 
✦B. Do you realize that it is not Godʼs desire for your life to fail?  Many 
folks approach this whole area of stewardship in the “guilt” mode.  (“I ought 

to do this.  I know I should do that.  Iʼve been a selfish slob for too long.”) 
But stewardship is Godʼs command not to guilt you, but to bless you!  Heʼs 

not against you having treasure.  He commands us to “store up treasure”!  
He just wants you to have real ones, the kind that last.  The qualification is, 

pick the best investment!  Pick a place that will really pay high dividends.  
v20    This whole stewardship thing is not about dollars and cents.  Itʼs 

about who or what your world is revolving around.  The scriptural truth is 
that as long as your life is revolving around anything less than heaven -

youʼre going to miss out, along the way, and in the end.
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✦Conclusion:  I hope you decide right now, today, to go for the greater 
treasure by behaving on earth as the steward, and becoming a person of 

the open hand. In so doing, we are as C.S. Lewis wrote, reaching for “the 
scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, 

news from a country we have never visited.” Lewis went on.  “If I have a 
desire that this world cannot meet, then it simply means I was not meant for 

this world.”   
✦Our learning to give graciously out of the abundance of Godʼs grace and 

goodness simply means we understand God owns all, and provides all. As 
Doug Turner said, “It pushes out the borders of the moment to move the 

material world into the eternal.” We were never meant simply for this world. 
King Tut and the Egyptians were right; there is another world, an after-life.  

But they were also wrong; you canʼt take you stuff with you there.  But you 
can send it on ahead.  That is, you can live for a stored up treasure that will 

really pay off in the end, and you can live for that now. 
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